TASCHENBERGER GRIST MILL
AL-III-B-028
.7 mile east of Spring Gap on Route 51
1856

The Taschenberger Grist Mill is a deteri-
orated, large two and a half story frame struc-
ture containing machinery on four levels (the
basement is utilized). It was first opened in
1856 powered by water wheel action and was solely
used to grind feed for livestock. William
Taschenberger operated the mill from the late
1890's until 1947, ascending from the original
water wheel to the ultimate oil burning engine.
Operations on site included the grinding of
wheat into fine flour and the production of corn
meal, buckwheat, and cream of wheat. A sawmill
was located in the rear of the structure.
Spring Gap Mills, which is the official title
of the business, was probably the most prosper-

ous grain mill to ever operate in Allegany County.
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The Faschenberger Grist Mill is located .7 miles east of Spring
Gap, Maryland on Route 51.

The mill is a large two and one half story, rectangular structure
abutted in the rear by a two story addition. Machinery is found on four
different levels within the structure (the basement is utilized.) Walls
are of frame construction, have clapboards nailed to a hewn-log frame=-
work., Windows include double hung wooden sash frames with both one over
one and six over six lights. The main entrance is located on the west
side and contains the original hardware with plain trim. Original tin
materials cover the gabled roof. There are neither chimneys or porches
present on the structure, which rests on a low stone foundation.

The mill is presently in deteriorated condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Taschenberger Grist Mill, formally termed Spring Gap Mills, was probably
the most prosperous grain mill to ever operate in Allegany County. It presents a
fine example of how a business must "keep pace with the times" in order to stay
competetive with the market. This is exemplified by the fact that the mill gradu-
ated from being water wheel powered, to steam boiler powered, then to the ultimate
0il burning engine. The mill not only was involved with several types of grain
processing, for there was a sawmill for cutting timber and planing lumber. Dif-
ferentiation of processes combined with quality work made the mill as prosperous
as it was.

In 1856, the first mill was constructed on site.l It was a crude mill built
next to the stream there and was powered by a water wheel. Production for the
next 40 years or so was to simply be that of grinding feed for stock.

William Taschenberger acquired the Grist Mill in the late 1890's. It was at
this general time that the roller process for grinding wheat into flour was intro-
duced. Water still remained as the power source for the operation. Mill equipment
from the Sprout and Woldro Company (patented December 24, 1889) and from the Aug
Wolf and Company (patented March 13, 1884) was installed. The Wolf Company from
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania specialized in manufacturing mill equipment for the
entire United States.

Storage bins for the wheat were located in the upper level of the structure.
From there, the wheat was carried to the planer to be cleaned, then transported
by conveyor belt to the scourer. Dirt with the appearance of soot from a stove
was washed off the wheat at that point. Two additional grinds were necessary after
the initial coarse grinding. The wheat could then be'bolted out" into fine flour
and packaged in 25 pound sacks.

The Taschenbergers (William was assisted by his son, Walter) would raise up
to 1000 barrels of corn annually on the fertile lands of the Potomac Flood Plain
near Spring Gap. With this they ground cormmeal and sold it. Buckwheat was also
produced. Cream of wheat "so sweet that it could be eaten straight out of the box"
was made only for the Taschenberger family usage.

People would travel to the mill from distances up to 100 miles around Tri-

State area (Maryland, Pennsylvania, and W. Virginia). Two steam boilers were added
to replace the water wheel to raise efficiency. One of them ran the sawmill on the
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TASCHENBERGER GRIST MILL
Statement of Significance Continued

same complex. Wood cut and fashioned from that mill was used to build the
nearby Taschenberger Frame House as well as all the buildings comprising
the Consolidated Orchard Company. Efficiency was boosted further with the
addition of the 21 horsepower oil powered engine, which was made at the
Auto Engine Manufacturing Company of Philadelphis, Pennsylvania.

The Spring Gap Mills remained operational until 1947. It will be
remembered as one of the first progressive businesses to serve the people
of Allegany County. Although the four story edifice now lies in deteri=-
orated condition, it presents an excellent image of the type of structure
that warrants restoration.2

1 1Interview with Thomas Kurek, September 21, 1976

2 1Interview with Walter Taschenberger, November 9, 1976



TITLE SEARCH

Taschenberger Grist Mill
AL-III-B-028

Allegany County Deed, Liber 473, Folio 310
grantee: Thomas Kurek

grantor: Erma D. Buckley

July 24, 1974

2 acres

Allegany County Deed, Liber 471, Folio 384
grantee: Erma D. Buckley

grantor: Fred Eugene Cadd, ct. ux

June 5, 1974

Allegany County Deed, Liber 470, Folio 513
grantee: Fred Eugene Cadd

grantor: Tashchenberger's, Inc.

May 2, 1974

46 acres

Allegany County Deed, Liber 375, Folio 57
grantee: Taschenberger's, Inc.
grantor: Emma Frances Taschenberger, et. al.
October 2, 1958

Farm United Parcel #1
273 acres
Consideration: $14,000,00

Allegany County Deed, Liber 218, Folio 493
grantee: Clara Alma Taschenberger
grantor: Emma Frances Taschenberger
December 27, 1947

(A1l 4 Parcels)

Allegany County Deed, Liber 125, Folio 347

grantee: Oscar William T. Taschenberger

grantor: Henry Little, et. al, (Attorney in fact for Catherine Little,
widow of Hiram Little, who died intestate)

September 24, 1918

273 acres

Allegany County Deed, Liber 59, Folio 618
grantee: Hiram Little, et. al.
grantor: Nimrod H. Little, et. al.
March 31, 1883
273 acres
(Was surveyed for Mary M. Little on December 28, 1874
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AL-11-B-028
Taschenberger Mill, site

Oldtown Road, SE (MD 51), Spring Gap
Photos by John McGrain, 26 March 1975
Gable end and roof

Flour sack presented to John McGrain by park ranger Ted Thoerig, c. 1975.




AL-III-B-028

Taschenberger Mill, site

Oldtown Road, SE (MD 51), Spring Gap
Photos by John McGrain, 26 March 1975
Mill exterior
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Taschenberger Mill, site

Oldtown Road, SE (MD 51), Spring Gap

Photos by John McGrain, 26 March 1975

Interior: Mill chute coming down through second story floor

Mill grinding stones




AL-III-B-028

Taschenberger Mill, site

Oldtown Road, SE (MD 51), Spring Gap
Photos by John McGrain, 26 March 1875
Interior: Otto engine




AL-III-B-028

Taschenberger Mill, site

Oldtown Road, SE (MD 51), Spring Gap
Photos by John McGrain, 26 March 1975
Interior: Roller units
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